and was asking for me to be trained for the job instead of a new recruit. But for now all |
could do was keep checking with the guys in Personnel and hope for the best.

Our in port period also included the date of March 29, 1972 which was the end of the

16" formal U.S. military campaign of the Vietnam War. This battle campaign ran from

Dec. 1, 1972 to March 29, 1972 and was <call ed
campaign entitled me to wear a second bronze campaign star on the ribbon portion my

Vietnam Service Medal.

CONSOLIDATION Il CAMPAIGN - The U.S. continued to reduce its ground presence
in South Vietnam during late 1971 and early 1972, but American air and naval attacks
increased while both sides exchanged peace proposals.

STARSW.4STRIPES

Attention: US. Gls
Still Fighting In Viet

WASHINGTON (UPIY 2-13-72 Some troops in Vietnam are concerned because
their families think they no longer are in combat and are leadingealdaiof
relaxation. The confusion began Aug. 4 when President Nixon and Defense
Secretary Melvin R. Laird announced that the combat role of American ground
troops had ended. The President said, "American forces in Vietham today . . . are
in defensive psitions. We are frankly just defending the areas in which we have
responsibility and there are less of them."

Responding to gripes from the field, the Army is trying to make it clear to parents,
wives and girlfriends that many of their men still firdts# Communists and are

fired on in return. The Army wants to make clear that while the Viethamese army
ROW handles offensive operations, American troops there still see fighting. "Our
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troops are not seeking trouble," he said. "But good security is ndtdpcblay
ducking down behind a fortification or hiding in a pillbox. To achieve security we
must patrol vigorously

| was also awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon for service on board the
USS Oklahoma City (CLG-5) from transfer aboard date of November 10, 1971 to March

o . I I I .

CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the
MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION to

USS OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG-5)
for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For meritorious service from 26 November 1968 to
1 March 1972, while participating in combat operations in South-
east Asia. Through the continuous exercise of professionalism,
USS OKLAHOMA CITY maintained the highest level of readiness
and proficiency, which enabled her to serve superbly as flagship
for Commander, United States SEVENTH Fleet. Her smartness
and exemplary conduct greatly assisted the embarked Fleet
Commander in his diplomatic role and enhanced the American
image in the Western Pacific. Moreover, OKLAHOMA CITY
provided exceptionally accurate naval gunfire support tofriendly
forces and greatly improved the art of antiair warfare in the
Tonkin Gulf. The superb performance of the officers and men of
USS OKLAHOMA CITY throughout this period contributed sig-
nificantly to the achievement of United States objectives in South-
east Asia and was in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service.

For the Secretary,
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March 15, 1972 The 7™ Fleet celebrates its 29" anniversary but it was just

another day at the office for the enlisted

_ me
paint.

8y JOC BILL REED

l'JSS OKLAHOMA CI'TY

(PAQ) - The largest,
moat powerful flect in the
world marks its 29th anni-
versary March 15, bul for
the 87,000 Navymen and
Marines assign to the
U.S, Seventh Fleet, the day will
pass with liftle notice, At twen-
t{-nlne. the Flect is older than
the average ape of the men who
man her 02 ships and 600 air-
craft.

For many of these men, the
anniversary will he observed on
a routine working day at sea
with watches, meails, cale of
machinery and rigging ... just
ooc more day before {he next
port calt,

As in any lavye orpunizallon,
individual worth in the Seventh
Flesl 18 s3ometimes over
shadowed by compusiie efforts.
The Fleet normally is referred
to in terms of firecpower, nus-
sions flown, logistics, conun-
yenvies and the capabilities of
ultra.modern men-of-way. Little
mention is given {o the men who
by choice, or simply to fulfill un
vbligution, do their part in sup-
port of several distinet U.S, pur-
poses and policles in the West-
ern Pacific.

These include upholding long-
standing UWS. (resty com-
mitments with Aslan allies, en-
suring thalt scalanes remain
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npers for the oronamie pipeline
betyv-aen the ULS. aud the yient,
and keeplng o sharp eye un the
burceoning Sovie! IFleet and its
widcspread aperalinny thraugh
wut the Westorn Pacifwe and Tuo-
dian Ocean,

Vice Admiral William P.
Mack, Communder Seveonth
Ficel, embarked in his flagship,
the guided mussile cruiser USS
Ok! a City, i responsible
for an operating avea of 30 mil
lon sguure miles, ahwost one-
fifth of the Eurth’s surface, This
area ranges from the Bering Sea
in the Narth, to Antarctica in the
Sauth, and from Guam to the In-
dian Ocean. The Seveuth FFleet
operutlng area recently wos ex-
tended to include over half the
Indian QOcean, an increase in
area amounting W 1wice the size
uof the Meditecranean Sea.

Recen: months bave witnessed
a reduction in several Seventh
Flee! operalions due largely to
the success of the Vielnam-
jzation program. Aswr strikes
from carriers cantinue to he the
lasi major elemout of the fleet
stil]l engaged In war acuvity,
:Iotil: 'geatmyem Jimit t.heilr

mbardiment to ing al-
lies along he Rom:“ of ﬁ'let-
pam coastiine. With Lhe contin-
ved progress of the Vietnam-
ization program, even this Jevel
of Fleel participation in the war
will evenlually diminish.

During the Tet offensive in
February 1888, the arm of Lthe



flect reached farther and more
powerfully thun at any other
fime diving the war. The [Mect
then was comprised of saome 2490
ships = five of 1hem abriafl
carriers ~ und more than $5,000
men and officors.

Carrier-busetl  planes,  opur
ating {ram three cartviees in the
Gulf of Tonkin, haromercd daily
at Noyth Viefnam's supply (rails
and storoge areas, Amphibious
baene Heet marines cnguged in
Tox!, punishing as¢anits ngainst
the cnermy In South Vielnam &l
most weekly, Cruisers und de-
stroyers reamed the South and
Novih Victnam coastlines,
hombardins, trategic siles and
fiting on inftitrating barges vnd
junky,

The Seventh Fleet was estub-
Jished in 1943 1wo maonths aftor
the fuil of Guadalcanal lo UL,
soldiers and Murines, Il olficial-
?’ %med its tile when Admiral
‘" W. Nimitz, Commander in
Chie! of the Pacific Vieet, rede.
signated Vice Admical A §. Car-
pender, then Communder South-
west Pacific Force, Commander
Seventh Fleet, The Southwest
Pacific Force had been the nav-
al component of General
Douglas MacArthur's Southwest

Pacific Avea Command, and the

Seventh Floel contnued to oper-
uté 1nder MacArthur

Aftey the wur, the fleet contin-
ued operations In the Western
Pacific, patrolling the waters off
the corst of China and providing
saval supporl to  occupation
forces in Jupan,

The Fleet entered the Korean
War in Juna 1950, following
President Truan's directive to
support South Kurean forces o
uperations soath of the 38th par.
allnl, The directive also a r
lzed U.S. forces ln the Far Fagt

1o prevent s communist attack.

on Taiwun and (ts offshore i
tands,

In 185¢ and agaip in 1958, the
Sevenlh Fleet’s presence in the
Taiwan Strait provided the prin-
ciple leverage in deterring Lom.
munist Chinese cggrossivn  on
Quetnoy and Maulsu

During the 1850's, the Seventh
Fleet aiso participated in sey-
eral humanilarian evacuntiuny.
The largest, most sigaificant oc-
cucred in late 1054 aller the Gen-
vva Conference purlitloned Viet-
nam. Fleet transports, landing
craft and other ships moved
over 283,000 North Vietdamese
refuygees from Iaiphong to
South Vietnam
requcsl.

at their « da

Though the Seventh Fleet (s
not a8 Jaryge twday as In previous
years, ils mission remains the
same: to provide a bulwark of
seaborne defense ayainst Lhreats
to free nabony in the Wesiern
Facific, and tv promete friend-
ship betweon the United States
and these natlons, During its 29
vears of operulion, the fleetl hos
hecome an integral und depeud.
able poart of the Western Pacifie
community,

Kor a man, 20 Is the prime nf
life, AL 28 a ship 1¢ “over {he
hill" but ke dedication, eén-
thusiasm ang vitality of men of
the Scventh Wlect, for over a
quarter of & century, has kept
the veterun men-uf-war in the
peak of condition. In the linal
analysis, ships and aircrall are
held together not by hot rivels,
but by cool headed crows.

And so. us the US. Seventh
Fleot passes ifs 28h year, there
will be Httle fanfare in this vast
domain of water,

Out here there are pol enough
bands, not envugh ticker lupe to
honar the 57,000 men wha g
ahout their daily routine, per
haps unaware that it is anythlng
more than » typical ‘'Navy

g&mobod)‘ should hake a cake

March 30, 1972 NVA Eastertide attack on Quang Tri begins. Quang Tri Province was

So ut h Vi etna mos nor t lwasramajonbastlé groond fovthen c e an d
opposing forces during the ViethamWar. TheFi r st Bat t | esuleedintQau [ ng

first major victory for the North Vietnamese Army during the Nguyen Hue Offensive of
1972.

Tr’

As South Vietnamese soldiers were gradually replacing their American counterparts,
North Vietnam's General V £ n /JnT i D | wagipreparing to engage three of his divisions
inthe province. The battle for Qulfng Tr’ began wi
key areas of the province. Meanwhile, infantry assaults supported by tanks overran
outposts and firebases. The lightning speed of Communist attacks on those positions

delivered a great shock to the soldiers of the ARVN, who were largely unprepared for
the onslaught.

th pr
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S. VIETS LOSE 2 BASES IN HEAVY RED ATTACKS

SAIGON (AP) 8 A swelling North Viethamese onslaught in the far north drove South
Vietnamese from two more bases Friday in the heaviest fighting there in four years.

Field reports said a third base also may have been abandoned. One base was given up
Thursday in the first day of enemy attacks on bases along the demilitarized zone. The

air war also heated up as a North Viethamese MIG21 was shot down and the United

States lost its second computerized four-engine gunship in two days and one of the Air
Force's biggest rescue helicopters. New U.S. air raids were launched inside North

Vietnam after a nearly two-week lull and American jets attacked enemy gun positions
in the southern half of the DMZ. Hundreds of South Vietnamese troops and some
American forces, at the option loical field commanders, were ordered on
heightened alert after intelligence reports that the Communist command was

planning to broaden its attacks countrywide.
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