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and was asking for me to be trained for the job instead of a new recruit.  But for now all I 
could do was keep checking with the guys in Personnel and hope for the best. 
 
Our in port period also included the date of March 29, 1972 which was the end of the 
16th formal U.S. military campaign of the Vietnam War.  This battle campaign ran from 
Dec. 1, 1972 to March 29, 1972 and was called, ñConsolidation IIò.   Service during this 
campaign entitled me to wear a second bronze campaign star on the ribbon portion my 
Vietnam Service Medal. 
 
 
 
 
 
CONSOLIDATION II CAMPAIGN -  The U.S. continued to reduce its ground presence 
in South Vietnam during late 1971 and early 1972, but American air and naval attacks 
increased while both sides exchanged peace proposals. 
 
 
 

 
Attention: US. GIs 

Still Fighting in Viet  
 
WASHINGTON (UPI)ð2-13-72  Some troops in Vietnam are concerned because 

their families think they no longer are in combat and are leading a quiet life of 

relaxation. The confusion began Aug. 4 when President Nixon and Defense 

Secretary Melvin R. Laird announced that the combat role of American ground 

troops had ended. The President said, "American forces in Vietnam today . . . are 

in defensive positions. We are frankly just defending the areas in which we have 

responsibility and there are less of them."  

 

Responding to gripes from the field, the Army is trying to make it clear to parents, 

wives and girlfriends that many of their men still fire at the Communists and are 

fired on in return. The Army wants to make clear that while the Vietnamese army 

ROW handles offensive operations, American troops there still see fighting. "Our 
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troops are not seeking trouble," he said. "But good security is not provided by 

ducking down behind a fortification or hiding in a pillbox. To achieve security we 

must patrol vigorously 
 
I was also awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon for service on board the 
USS Oklahoma City (CLG-5) from transfer aboard date of November 10, 1971 to  March 
31, 1972.   
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March 15, 1972          The 7th Fleet celebrates its 29th anniversary but it was just 
another day at the office for the enlisted men.  Thatôs right, chip and paint, chip and 
paint. 
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March 30, 1972    NVA Eastertide attack on Quang Tri begins.  Quang Tri Province was 
South Vietnamôs northern most province and  was a major battle ground for the 
opposing forces during the Vietnam War. The First Battle of QuӶng Tr֗ resulted in the 
first major victory for the North Vietnamese Army during the Nguyen Hue Offensive of 
1972.  

As South Vietnamese soldiers were gradually replacing their American counterparts, 
North Vietnam's General VŁn TiԒn DȈng was preparing to engage three of his divisions 
in the province. The battle for QuӶng Tr֗ began with preparatory artillery barrages on the 
key areas of the province. Meanwhile, infantry assaults supported by tanks overran 
outposts and firebases. The lightning speed of Communist attacks on those positions 
delivered a great shock to the soldiers of the ARVN, who were largely unprepared for 
the onslaught. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Vietnamese_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Offensive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Vietnam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%C4%83n_Ti%E1%BA%BFn_D%C5%A9ng
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S. VIETS LOSE 2 BASES IN HEAVY RED ATTACKS  

 

 
SAIGON (AP) ð A swelling North Vietnamese onslaught in the far north drove South 
Vietnamese from two more bases Friday in the heaviest fighting there in four years. 
Field reports said a third base also may have been abandoned. One base was given up 
Thursday in the first day of enemy attacks on bases along the demilitarized zone.  The 
air war also heated up as a North Vietnamese MIG21 was shot down and the United 
States lost its second computerized four-engine gunship in two days and one of the Air 
Force's biggest rescue helicopters.  New U.S. air raids were launched inside North 

Vietnam after a nearly two-week lull and American jets attacked enemy gun positions 

in the southern half of the DMZ.  Hundreds of South Vietnamese troops and some 

American forces, at the option of local field commanders, were ordered on 

heightened alert after intelligence reports that the Communist command was  

planning to broaden its attacks countrywide.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


