
 

126 

 

While conducting missile target operations near Okinawa, the Eastertide Offensive 
began as 200,000 North Vietnamese soldiers under the command of General Vo 
Nguyen Giap waged an all-out attempt to conquer South Vietnam. The offensive was a 
tremendous gamble by Giap and was undertaken as a result of U.S. troop withdrawal 
and the poor performance of South Vietnam's Army during Operation Lam Son in 1971.  
It was also thought that the strength of the anti-war movement in America would likely 
prevent a U.S. retaliatory response. 

Giap's immediate strategy involved the capture of Quang Tri in the northern part 
of South Vietnam, Kontum in the mid- section, and An Loc in the south. North 
Vietnam's Communist leaders also hoped that a successful offensive would harm 
Richard Nixon politically during this presidential election year in America, much 
as President Lyndon Johnson had suffered as a result of the 1968 Tet Offensive. 
The Communists believe Nixon's removal would disrupt American aid to South 
Vietnam. 

March 6 -  April 2, 1972   Completed upkeep and maintenance at the Ship Repair 
Facility, in Yokosuka, Japan.   Special visitors to the ship during this time included Rear 
Admiral Lacy , Commander Submarine Pacific, Vice Admiral Hoshino, JMSDF, 
Commander, Japanôs Self Defense Fleet, and Vice Admiral Nakamura, JMSDF,  
Commander, Fleet Escort Service.  On 23 March, Commander Joseph D. 
FAIRCHILD,USN relieved Commander Rodney L. STEWART, USN as Executive 
Officer. 
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During the next thirty days the war in Vietnam would continue to escalate but all was 
peaceful and quiet in Yokosuka.  I still lived aboard ship so most of my free time was 
spent on the base.   The weather was always wet, cold and gray this time of year and it 
was just easier to grab one of the many Japanese cabôs that were allowed to roam the 
facility and visit the library, listen to music, dine at the Seafarer, (a restaurant that 
serviced the base hotel), or just explore the sprawling base on the rare sunny day.   
 
 When I had some money, my nights were spent down on the Honcho section of town.  
Some people referred to the area as the Ginza.  It has also been called, ñThieves Alleyò 
and back in World War II it was known as Souvenir Alley.  This was an alley containing 
a strip of bars which ran several blocks long, situated just outside the main gates of the 
base.  For a few yen you could catch a Japanese cab at the end of your pier and ride it 
to the main gate where a short walk led to the nightlife. 
 
The Honcho was close to the base and heavily patrolled by local police and the Navy 
shore patrol.  It was actually pretty safe to visit.  Due to a small fraction of anti-American 
and ñNo-Nukeò  Japanese citizens  it was not recommended that we wander down any 
of the city backstreets at night unless we knew the area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even the communist sympathizers kept a regular schedule of demonstrations in front of 
the main gate which sometimes turned into riots.  So I was content to shop or just stroll 
the main streets in daylight and drink my beer at night on the Honcho. 
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Now a night on the Honcho is like no other place Iôve ever been.  All the tiny little bars 
are crammed together for blocks and are lit up like a circus.  Music blares from each 
door as hucksters from each establishment compete for your attention by claiming that 
they have the coldest beer, cheapest prices and prettiest girls.  Souvenir stands are 
crammed between the bars and carry everything of possible interest to the fool who is 
soon parted with his money.  When a new ship is in port the activity reaches a fever 
pitch as sailors weave from club to club in a drunken haze, hollering and bragging about 
the girl they met in the last bar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


