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In addition to ordinary work we would also 
exercise at emergency drills to keep the 
crew in a state of readiness. General 
Quarters drills let us know how fast we 
could get ready for combat. Fire drills 
tested the condition of our fire fighting 
equipment, as well as the men 
themselves. Emergency in the missile 
house drills practiced the procedures for 
getting damage control crews into the 
restricted nuclear weapons spaces. Here 
the motor whaleboat is being launched 
during a man overboard drill. If "practice 
makes perfect" we should have been 
pretty damned good!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Life at sea is not all work and no play. When not on duty we had some time to 
relax. Some guys liked to get suntans. Officers used "teak beach" on the focôsle 
and enlisted men took in the rays on the fantail. 
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 After dinner, sailors and officers would find their favorite spots to gather and ñshoot the 
shitò or wander off in the hope of finding a private spot to sit and have a smoke.  I would 
usually opt for that quiet spot somewhere alone where I could watch the sea or read a 
paperback book.  Oh yes, I also smoked at sea.  I grew fond of Tiparillo Menthol cigars 
but never was able to inhale them much.  I just enjoyed the routine of smoking and even 
later took up the pipe aboard my stateside ships.  When the weather was bad I would 
go below and sit on the crowded mess deck floor and watch movies projected on a 
sheet.  I remember the John Wayne movies the most because they always had such 
spectacular western scenery it always left me home sick and thinking of the States.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the more popular duties was showing the flag in a foreign port . Sometimes our 
visits to ports of call were for recreation, and others were diplomatic visits. Usually, the 
ship would be decked out in its finest trim. Many times we were given space at a pier 
instead of having to anchor out and motor in to port on small boats. Since we were the 
flagship, we often were given a special berth such as this location where we tied up to in 
Hong Kong..  
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In some ports we held an open ship and allowed visitors to come aboard. For 
these occasions we ran out the TSAM trainer missiles and placed sign boards 
around the ship to explain the exhibits. Many thousands of people might visit the 
ship in an afternoon. On other occasions the locals came aboard and performed 
for the ship's company. This dance troop from Taiwan set up a stage on the 
fantail and put on quite a show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


